Week Ending Friday, February 9, 2007

Proclamation 8105—National
Consumer Protection Week, 2007

February 2, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

During National Consumer Protection
Week, citizens are urged to learn more about
the risks of fraud and identity theft and take
precautions to protect themselves from these
crimes.

Americans can help prevent fraud and
identity theft by becoming informed con-
sumers. The Federal Trade Commission sug-
gests that individuals safeguard personal in-
formation such as Social Security and ac-
count numbers, closely monitor their finan-
cial accounts, and report any problems or
suspicious activity. When doing business
through the Internet, it is especially impor-
tant to protect personal data with appropriate
software and commonsense security prac-
tices. Consumers and businesses can find re-
sources on how to avoid identity theft and
fraud by visiting the Federal Government’s
consumer protection website,
WWW.CONsumer.gov.

My Administration is committed to pro-
tecting consumers from fraud, deception,
and unfair business practices. In May 2006,
I signed an Executive Order creating the Na-
tion’s first Identity Theft Task Force, com-
prised of the heads of executive departments
and agencies. This Task Force is imple-
menting a comprehensive strategy to prevent
identity theft, prosecute those who commit
fraud, and help victims. Through these and
other efforts, we are helping to ensure that
consumers have the tools they need to secure
their personal information, monitor their fi-
nancial accounts, maintain their privacy, and
make responsible decisions to guard against

fraud.

Consumer fraud takes advantage of the
trust and integrity that characterizes our
country’s marketplace. By remaining vigilant
and defending against fraud, Americans can
protect their financial security and help our
Nation’s economy remain strong.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim February 4
through February 10, 2007, as National Con-
sumer Protection Week. I call upon Govern-
ment officials, industry leaders, and con-
sumer advocates to provide citizens with in-
formation about how they can prevent fraud
and identity theft, and I encourage all citi-
zens to be responsible consumers and take
an active role in protecting their personal in-
formation.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this second day of February, in the
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., February 7, 2007]

NoOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on February 8. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
February 3, 2007

Good morning. This week was filled with
more good news about America’s economy.
We learned that our economy grew at an an-
nual rate of 3.5 percent in the fourth quarter
of last year. Overall, our economy grew 3.4

ercent in 2006—up from 3.1 percent in
2005. The Dow Jones reached an alltime
high this week for the 27th time in the past
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4 months. And we learned that America cre-
ated 111,000 new jobs in January, which
means we have added over 7.4 million jobs
in the past 3% years.

This good news is a result of the hard work
of the American people and progrowth eco-
nomic policies like tax relief. By cutting taxes,
we put more money into the hands of Amer-
ican families and small businesses. You have
used this money to produce strong and last-
ing economic growth. And now Congress
needs to make this tax relief permanent, so
we can keep America’s economy growing.

Progrowth economic policies also play a
vital role in our plan to balance the Federal
budget. Our growing economy has produced
record levels of tax revenue. This increase
in tax revenue has helped us cut the deficit
in half 3 years ahead of schedule. And on
Monday, we will take the next step when I
submit to Congress a budget that will elimi-
nate the deficit by 2012.

To meet this goal, we must set priorities
for Government spending. My top priority
will continue to be keeping America safe and
winning the war against extremists who want
to destroy our way of life. The budget I will
submit to Congress includes the cost of fund-
ing the global war on terror, including in Iraq
and Afghanistan. Our troops deserve our full
support, and this budget gives them the re-
sources they need.

Cutting the deficit during a time of war
requires us to restrain spending in other
areas. One good way to help eliminate waste-
ful spending is to pass earmark reform. Ear-
marks are special interest items that are often
slipped into bills at the last hour. Even worse,
more than 90 percent of earmarks never
make it to the floor of the House and Senate
for a vote. They are dropped into committee
reports that are not even part of the bill that
arrives on my desk, yet they are treated as
if they have the force of law. The time has
come to end this practice. So I will work with
Democrats and Republicans in Congress to
continue reforming the budget process, ex-
pose every earmark to the light of day and
a vote in Congress, and cut the number and
cost of earmarks at least in half.
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Another important tool for eliminating
wasteful spending is the line-item veto.
Today, when lawmakers tack porkbarrel
spending onto large bills, the President is left
with an all-or-nothing choice: either sign the
bill with the wasteful spending or veto the
whole bill and deny funding for vital pro-
grams. With the line-item veto, the President
can sign the funding for necessary programs
into law and send the unnecessary provisions
back to Congress for a prompt up-or-down
vote on whether to uphold the spending.
Forty-three Governors have a line-item veto.
I urge Congress to pass the line-item veto,
so we can work together to control Federal
spending.

Controlling spending also requires us to
address the unsustainable growth of entitle-
ment programs such as Social Security,
Medicare, and Medicaid. Spending for these
programs is growing faster than inflation,
faster than our economy, and faster than our
ability to pay for it. Unless we act, we will
saddle our children and grandchildren with
tens of trillions of dollars of unfunded obliga-
tions. They will face three bad options: huge
tax increases; huge budget deficits; or huge
and immediate cuts in benefits. Republicans
and Democrats need to come together to
confront the challenge of entitlement spend-
ing and ensure that these vital programs are
there when our children and grandchildren
need them.

I look forward to working with Members
of Congress from both sides of the aisle to
address these challenges. Together we can
pass a budget that keeps our economy strong,
keeps America safe, and makes deficit spend-
ing a thing of the past.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:35 a.m. on
February 2 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 am. on February
3. The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on February 2 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast. The Office
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address.



Administration of George W. Bush, 2007 / Feb. 3

Remarks to the House Democratic
Caucus Issues Conference in
Williamsburg, Virginia

February 3, 2007

Thank you all. It’s nice to be here. Thank
you very much. The last time I looked at
some of your faces, I was at the State of the
Union, and I saw kind of a strange expression
when I referred to something as the “Demo-
crat Party.” Now, look, my diction isn’'t all
that good. [Laughter] I have been accused
of occasionally mangling the English lan-
guage. [Laughter] And so I appreciate you
inviting the head of the Republic Party.

Thanks for having me, Madam Speaker.
I'm proud to be here. I'm proud to have met
your grandchild. I know the mother well.
[Laughter] If the child has as much spunk
as the mother, she’s [he’s]* going to have
a fantastic life. And so thank you for having
me.

I want to thank the members for allowing
me to come. I'm looking forward to visiting
with you. I particularly want to thank your
families. T know how hard it is on a family
to support a loved one in public life. It takes
a lot of sacrifice to encourage your spouse
to serve the country. Politics can be ugly.
Sometimes they say not nice things about you
in the local newspaper. You're traveling a lot.
Campaigns are rough on a family. And so
I really want to thank—I thank the members
for serving, but I know full well that you
couldn’t serve without the love and support
of your family members. So I really appre-
ciate your contribution to the country.

Madam Speaker, I thank you very much
for your leadership. I was genuinely touched
when I thought about how your dad would
be reacting to seeing you sitting up there in
the House Chamber. It was an historic mo-
ment, and I know you’re proud of the accom-
plishments, and I appreciate you all sup-
porting this fine woman into a really impor-
tant leadership role.

On the way in, we spent a little time talk-
ing about Florida, and I talked to the Gov-
ernor yesterday. The Speaker was concerned,
as am I, to make sure that the folks get the
help they need down there. And, Madam

* White House correction.
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Speaker, you and I, and every member here,
shares concerns for those whose lives were
turned upside down by that storm. And as
I told you earlier, and told the Governor,
whatever Federal response is needed, we will
make it quick and sure. And so thank you
for your concerns.

I'm glad to be here with Steny Hoyer.
Good to see you. Thank you, Steny. He is
a down-to-earth, no-nonsense guy. I'm look-
ing forward to working with you. James Cly-
burn and Rahm Emanuel and John Larson
and all the leadership, I'm looking forward
to working with you. I know you’ve probably
heard that, and you doubt whether it’s true—
it’s true. We can do some big things together.
In order to do big things, we're going to have
to do it together.

So I'd like to share some of the thoughts
about the big things I'd like to see us try
to accomplish. First, balancing the budget—
that’s a big thing. Rob Portman is going to
submit a budget tomorrow. Some of it you'll
like; some of it you won't like; but it achieves
the goal that we have said, which is to balance
the budget. And we will show you how to
do so in 5 years. You will have your own
ideas, and we can work together, hopefully,
to achieve that big goal.

Inherent in the budget issue is whether
or not—is unfunded liabilities as a part of
entitlement programs. This is a difficult issue
for members of both parties. I fully under-
stand it’s hard to come to the table to address
Social Security or Medicare, the unfunded
liabilities inherent in those programs. I've
asked members of my party to come to the
table with ideas. I will bring ideas. T ask
members of the Democratic Party to come
to the table as well.

I believe we have an obligation to work
to solve the problem. Is it going to be hard
work? You bet it’s hard work. A lot of times
people say, “Well, why don’t we just wait for
the crisis to come upon us?” Well, T think
the crisis is here. That's why I've included
reforms of entitlement in every State of the
Union Address. And I'm going to keep talk-
ing—well, I've got one more left; I'll keep
talking about it for the next time as well.
Hopefully T won't have to, if we're able to
sit and come together. But I'm under no illu-
sions of how hard it’s going to be. The only



